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the dynamic OSB market, OSBMarket. 
Simplified grading. To simplify buying, 
all downfall products at OSBMarket are 
categorized as either LowGrade1™ (first 
downfall) and LowGrade2™ (second 
downfall). These grade standards help 
eliminate confusion about the differing 
grades mills use for their downfall prod-
ucts. 
 
“I am excited our customers can now buy 
OSB online,” said Kurt Bray, CEO of Sil-
varis. “No other industrial wood products 
company provides the simple pricing, 
product selection, and round-the-clock 
service we have at OSBMarket. This is a 
huge win for our customers, and a great 
new channel for our OSB suppliers.”   
 

WPA-member Silvaris Corporation has 
launched OSBMarket, a web site dedi-
cated to sales of off-grade oriented 
strand board (OSB) products. The site is 
live at www.osbmarket.com.  
 
In addition to a large selection of prod-
ucts available 24x7, buyers at OSBMar-
ket will benefit from several innovations 
to the way industrial wood products are 
sold.  These include:  
 
TrueMarket™ prices. Products on 
OSBMarket are priced delivered to any 
destination within a specific region. Cus-
tomers will not have to wait for delivery 
quotes to make purchases. 
TrueMarket indexes. To help customers 
make informed purchasing decisions in  

Silvaris Launches OSBMarket™  

.     

 

Dispatch, Piece Rate Pay Explored 

 Industrial Reporting Inc. and Eagle 
Metal Products, both WPA-member 
companies, are teaming up to offer an 
audio conference for pallet suppliers on 
Oct. 17. The event is sponsored by 
Pallet Enterprise, and features Cla-
rence Leising, a pallet industry veteran 
and recycling specialist. 
 
Leising will discuss two topics of critical 
importance to the pallet industry: dis-
patching and transportation services as  

a source of new business and piece 
rate pay plans for workers. 
 
The audio conference is being spon-
sored by Eagle Metal Products 
(www.palletplates.com), which supplies 
plates, platers and other equipment for 
assembling and repairing pallets and 
containers. Leising is a sales represen-
tative for Eagle Metal Products.   
(Continued on Page 2). 
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Do you have important company, association or 
industry news to share?  Way Out West is pub-
lished monthly for members of the Western Pal-
let Association.  Contact Rick LeBlanc at news-
desk@westernpallet.org or 604 551-2674. 

250,000 Pallets Burn in Phoenix 
 

This September, fire destroyed two warehouses 
operated by Dallas-based Greatwide Logistics 
Services.  The company lost about 250,000 pal-
lets and 36 truck trailers in the fire, according to a 
spokesman. 
 
The Fire Department estimated the damage in the 
millions, but company officials declined to be more 
specific, saying insurance adjusters were still re-
viewing the scene.  One of the warehouses oper-
ated by Greatwide was owned by Knight Trans-
portation Inc., and the other by DF Properties, a 
California-based company. 
 

CHEP Americas Sales Rise 8% 
 
Brambles has reported full-year profit rising 36 
percent as it attracted more U.S. customers.  Op-
erating profit rose to $585.7 million, or 37.8 cents 
a share, in the 12 months ended June 30, from 
$430.1 million, or 25.5 cents, a year earlier, ac-
cording to a company statement.  
 
Chief Executive Officer Mike Ihlein is winning cli-
ents in the U.S. for his document storage business 
Recall and the CHEP Americas pallet unit, where 
earnings are growing at twice the pace of Europe. 
He added CHEP contracts with Coca-Cola Co. 
and PepsiCo Inc. in China and is looking at enter-
ing that nation's automotive container market.  
The ``positive surprise from CHEP Americas and 
Recall'' offset ``weaker than expected results in 
CHEP Europe and CHEP Asia Pacific,'' Citigroup 
Inc. analyst Tim Smeallie said in a report today. 
Recall manages and stores data and paper docu-
ments.  
 
Operating income from CHEP Americas rose 28 
percent to $416.9 million, while earnings at the 
CHEP Europe unit increased 14 percent to $300.6 
million. Recall's operating profit rose 22 percent to 
$118.5 million  
 
CHEP Americas sales rose 8 percent to $1.43 bil-
lion, with new U.S. customers accounting for 
about one-quarter of the revenue growth. Overall 
CHEP sales rose to $3.22 billion, from $2.96 bil-
lion a year ago.  

 

(Dispatch, Piece Rate, continued from Page 1) 
Leising will be joined by Dick Burns, his long-time 
friend and mentor in the pallet industry. Burns 
owns Western New York Pallet and has manage-
ment and truck dispatching experience in pallet 
recycling companies.  
 
Registration deadline for the conference is Oct. 7. 
Participants will receive a package of materials 
prior to the conference and will call in to partici-
pate on the day of the event. The conference will 
last 90 minutes. Participants also will receive an 
audio CD recording of the conference. 

 
Upcoming Events   

 
September 25 - 29, 2007.  European Federa-
tion of Wooden Pallet and Packaging Manufac-
turers (FEFPEB) Esposende, Portugal 
Ph: 011-31-13-59-44-802  
http://www.60cong-fefpeb.org/ 
 
October 11, 2007.   Focus on Wood Pallet/
Packaging Industry of Western Canada, Surrey, 
B.C..  Ph. 703-243-8555   
http://www.canadianpallets.com 
 
October 15-17, 2007.   Pack Expo International 
Packaging Exposition & Conference, Las Ve-
gas , Nevada.  Ph. 877-224-3555   
http://www.packexpo.com  
 
October 21-24, 2007.  CWPCA/ACMPC  Pallet 
Tour of North Carolina.  Ph. 705-887-6468  
http://www.canadianpallets.com 
 
January 19-22, 2008.  Western Pallet Associa-
tion Annual General Meeting and Conference.  
Ph. 360 335-0208 
http://www.westernpallet.org 

Western News Round-Up 
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Spain on Target With Wood Recycling 
 
Spain recycled half of the wooden wooden 
crates, packaging and pallets it used during 
2006, according to figures released by Spanish 
wood packaging federation, Fedemco.  
 
The recycling rate is running at 55 per cent – up 
nine percentage points on last year – as part of 
an overall energy recovering and recycling in-
crease of 20 per cent compared to 2005. This 
means Spain is running well ahead of 2008 tar-
gets under EU directive 2004/12/CE for 15 per 
cent recycling of wood.  
 

Weyerhaeuser to Close BC Sawmill 
 
Weyerhaeuser Co. (WY) has announced that it 
will restructure its operations in the Southern In-
terior of British Columbia by closing its Okanagan 
Falls sawmill on Dec. 17 and by modernizing its 
Princeton sawmill over the next two years. 
 
The company said the move will aid in its efforts 
to improve competitiveness of the region.  Wey-
erhaeuser said investments at the Princeton saw-
mill are in addition to $5.5 million that it will spend 
this year to modernize the mill. 
 

Toll Continues to Eye CHEP 
 
Paul Little, managing director of Toll, the Austra-
lian-based freight and logistics conglomerate, 
continues to send signals that he is interested in 
a merger with Brambles. Toll is a rapidly growing 
logistics provider in the Australian marketplace - 
one that some believe would provide synergies 
for CHEP as it continues to expand into the Asian 
market.  Toll is already active in the Asia Pacific 
region. 
 
Addressing the Merrill Lynch Australia Investment 
conference in New York, Little indicated his intent 
to go after Brambles -- but commented that he 
wanted the bid to remain friendly.  Toll recently 
spent $83 million to acquire a 0.5 per cent inter-
est in Brambles, but faces competition from As-
ciano Group, which recently acquired a 4.09% 
stake in the company.  
 

The move by Asciano, a recent spin-off from Toll, is 
being viewed by the market as a blocking maneu-
ver to disrupt Toll's attempts to snare Brambles' 
CHEP pallets business.  
 
At last month's results announcement, Mr Little 
noted that Toll's interest in Brambles was not a 
new initiative. "A Brambles acquisition was clearly 
there on the drawing board before we (Toll) had 
restructured the company," he said in a recent in-
terview. 
 
Brambles is valued at $19 billion AU, more than 
twice that of Toll, which is valued at $9.1 billion 
based on yesterday's share price, and three times 
that of Asciano which has a market cap of $6 bil-
lion.  Neither has the assets or cash for an outright 
bid, and Australian competition law prevents them 
from combining forces. 
 
In his New York speech, Little said: "If there is a 
less hostile way of trying to put Brambles and Toll 
together, we would welcome that, rather than an 
outright hostile approach. We would prefer a more 
friendly solution, rather than a hostile one.” 
 

EPAL Expands to Australia 
 
The European Pallet Association (EPAL) is now 
represented in Australia. Fisher´s (Latrobe Valley) 
Pty. Ltd. in Morwell/Victoria is the first pallet com-
pany in Australia that has been granted a licence 
for the production of Europallets. To grant licenses 
for the production and repair of Europallets in Oce-
ania is part of EPAL’s strategy to globally promote 
the Europallet and its other new pallet types and to 
globally expand the free Europallet exchange sys-
tem. 
 

iGPS Audio Conference Provides Overview 
 

iGPS is an early stage pallet rental company man-
aged by former CHEP executives.  It says it will 
have 1.5 million pallets in its pool by the end of the 
year and will produce another 6 million next year.  
One interesting wrinkle about iGPS, they plan to 
accumulate at the distributor and ship straight to 
the customer, skipping the depot step.  Hear an 
overview of the iGPS system provided recently at 
an audio conference.  Visit  http:/ /
www. indust ryweek.com/EventDeta i l .aspx?
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Ontario Company Switches From Ex-
change and One-Way White Wood  

 
Body Blue, a leading maker of personal care prod-
ucts, today announced that it is shipping products 
on pallets from CHEP, the global leader in equip-
ment pooling solutions. The company, which spe-
cializes in contract manufacturing for leading brand 
marketers, is now shipping product on CHEP pal-
lets from its facility here to the distribution centers 
of those marketers in both Canada and the United 
States. 
 
Prior to using CHEP, Body Blue used an exchange 
pallet system in Canada and one-way white wood  

pallets for shipments to the USA. The company 
wanted to improve customer service, enhance pal-
let quality and consistency and align itself with the 
requirements of its customers.  
 
“It is clear to us the CHEP program is of benefit to 
our customers and provides us with the opportunity 
to help save us  and our customers time and 
money. In addition to the opportunity for productiv-
ity improvements and transportation savings, we 
know our partners are realizing significant benefits 
from the program,” said Duncan Coopland, Vice 
President, Sales and Marketing, Body Blue. 
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Vice-President 
Advance Lumber Remanufacturing Ltd. 

 

www.theadvancegroup.net 
E-mail: 
jbrar@theadvancegroup.net 
Phone: 604-580-4918 
Fax: 604-580-4998 
Toll Free: 1-888-791-2323 
  

Reconcile CHEP invoices, track proprietary pal-
lets and more.  Provide pallet control services for 
your customers! 
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For  more information phone (416) 548-8478 or 
visit www.2icsoftware.com 


